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of skill, by the allotment to each
player of a handicap of so many
strokes per round, based on a
standardised system. In handicap
events, each player in stroke play
deducts his handicap from his
aggregate for the round ; in match
play the handicap takes the form
of deducting a stroke from his
score at each of a number of
previously specified holes.

HISTORY. The earliest reference
to golf occurs in an Act of parlia-
ment of the reign of James II of
Scotland, dated March 6, 1457, by
which it was decreed *6 that the
Fute-ball and Golf be utterly cryit
downe and nocht usit91 in the
interests of archery practice for
the national defence. There is no
evidence of any kind to support the
suggestion that the game was
brought to Scotland from outside.
The oft-quoted theory that the
game was brought from the
Netherlands has its origin in the
resemblance to golf of the Butch
game of kolven, as depicted in
some of the winter scenes in Dutch
paintings of the earlier half of
the 17th century. But kolven,
which is still played in the Nether-
lands, is not a field sport at all, and
has little in common with the
Scottish game. The Belgian cross-
country game of chole does indeed
bear some resemblance to golf, but
a vital point of difference is that
the opposing sides both strike at
the same ball. The essential fea-
tures of golf, the combination of
hitting for distance with the
nicety of the final approach to an
exiguous mark, and the independ-
ent progress of each player, free
from any interference by his
opponent, belong to Scotland
alone. Yet as long as the game

was   played   by  Scotsmen  only,    Hutchinson, winner of two of the

little progress was made either in   first three amateur championships,

the evolution of the equipment of   could lay it down that the correct

the game or in the scientific study   attitude for the drive was with

of golfing style.                              what would now be called a closed

In the first half of the 19th cen-    stance, with the left foot forward

tttry the golf ball was of leather   and the right drawn back, and the

stuffed with feathers, of which it   ball  opposite the left heel.     A

was said that as
many as would fill
a tall hat were
forced into the
neatly stitched
cover. These balls
were highly resili-
ent, but in other
respects they were
not satisfactory;
they were costly,
did not stand up
to wear and tear,
quickly lost their
shape in wet
weather, and were
too easily destroy-
ed by a chance
hack from the
blade of an iron
club, which allow-
ed the feathers to

Golf. The Vardon overlapping
grip, illustrated by a direct plaster
oast from Harry Vardon's hands
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revolution in style,
however, followed
the victories of
Harry Vardon in
the open cham-
pionships of 1896,
1898, and 1899.
His swing was so
smooth and easy
that it seemed
easy to imitate,
and within a few
years he became
the model for the
whole world. His
method of holding
the club, with the
Vs formed by the
forefinger and
thumb of each
hand on top of the
shaft, and the little

escape through the gaping wound,   finger of the right hand riding in

The introduction of balls of gutta   the hollow between the forefinger

percha in 1848 was the first step in   and second finger of the left, has

the evolution of the modern game,    ever since been  adopted  by the

The only defect of the gutta   majority of first class players and

percha ball as compared with the   is everywhere known as the " Var-

feathery   one   was   its   lack   of   don" grip, though it was in fact

resilience, which made it difficult   used   by   John   E. Laidlay,  the

to get the ball up into the air;   Scottish amateur, for many years

but  it was a  long time  before   before Vardon adopted it.   With

golfers realized the necessity of   Vardon also came in the vogue of

modifying their style to suit. Even   the open stance, with the right foot

as late as  1890,  when the golf   advanced and the left drawn back

boom  was  starting in  England    and   the   ball   opposite   a  point

golfers were still clinging to the   almost midway between the heels,

wide, flat, sweeping swing which   The finger grip, the open stance,

had come down to them from the   and the upright swing all helped to

days of the feathery, and Horace   get the solid ball into the air.

tioll Multiple flasn pnoiograpnit ui isob*/y Jones           .

Above, swing with a wooden dub. showing transference
of weight front right to left foot, to keep dub head in
widest possible arc.    Right, swing with iron club, to
obtain accuracy rather than power

